
Lewes & Ouse Valley eco-nomics Group (L&OVe) update January/February 2013  

L&OVe – looking at the benefits to our community from our surrounding landscape 

 

“Three things it is best to avoid: a strange dog, a flood, and 

a man who thinks he is wise.”         Welsh proverb 

The winter provided us with sights that, though beautiful to some 

eyes, may have caused pangs of anxiety to others! I’m talking about 

the sights which featured on the land alongside the river on 

Christmas day and thereafter. With that reminder for those whose 

houses and businesses went under water in 2001 (and with a nod to 

L&OVe members votes in the winter survey - see below), we follow 

the above proverb’s advice, totally avoid any mention of dogs, skip to 

its second point and lead straight in to our monthly feature, where 

we look at the different types of benefits we receive from our local 

environment (or ‘ecosystem services’, to use the scientific term) …….  

 

Naturegain……. This time, we explore a “Regulating Service”: flood protection. 

In Lewes, we probably tend to think of the banked up sides of the Ouse as our flood protection ….. 

but, actually, this system of man-made protection can be problematic as well as protective. When 

left alone, river floodplains “do what it says on the tin”: they flood. The natural flood cycle of river 

valleys that have not been altered by man provides such valleys with a variety of benefits, with the 

habitat varying seasonally and thus increasing opportunities for biodiversity by becoming 

temporary wetlands during the winter and still having agricultural potential at other times. By 

holding and absorbing significant volumes of water, flooding downstream is reduced.  

 

At L&OVe we are looking to uncover evidence that sustainability can be achieved through greater 

links between the local economy and the local environment. With the 2001 floods in Lewes costing 

an estimated £80 million, working with natural processes up and down the floodplain starts to 

look highly interesting from a financial perspective for our local economy, quite apart from the 

human wellbeing advantage of preventative measures. There’s an example here and case studies 

here. 

Perhaps householders and business-people with homes/enterprises based in the floodplain may 

start to find ‘flood regulation’, when provided (as naturegain) by our local environment, an 

attractive way forward ….. ? The Environment Agency has several projects looking into flood 

regulation in the Ouse catchment: Upstream Thinking, Trees on the river Uck (TrUck) and MORPH  

 

Our new blog site: Andrew Bartlett has done a fantastic job in putting together our new 

interactive web-based site: www.Lewes-eco-nomics.org  …… please go and visit it and start 

interacting! There’s lots of news and ideas and links and ….. well, just give it a whirl, eh? 

 

The L&OVe survey: After the December meeting, Andrew sent links to an on-line survey to all 

group members to get people’s views on what we should focus our activities on during 2013. 

Andrew has posted the results on the new site – so please go and have a look. We can now 

announce that members’ responses will mean we prioritise activities for 2013 with a focus on 

Community Involvement in Land-use Planning and Flood Protection and Resilience. 

 

 



The North Street area: It will not have escaped many people’s notice that 

possible development ideas and options for the North Street Quarter (as it 

is now termed) were open to public examination during January. L&OVe 

have started to engage with Lewes Community Land Trust over the 

potential to take a ‘valuing nature’ perspective in looking at options. It’s 

too early to say more at this stage …… but we can all take an active interest 

in further public consultations as they progress.  

 

L&OVe Chalking up the benefits 

As part of our project for the South Downs Nature Improvement Area, we are in the process of 

organizing one of our ‘Going Local’ workshops for people from a variety of organization in Lewes, 

as a result of collaboration with our friends at Common Cause Co-op. The workshop date is being 

finalized as this goes to print, but will be at the end March/beginning April. Please contact us if 

you’re interested in joining in. 

Building on the benefits (BoB): We’re in the process of seeking funding to carry ‘BoB’ forward. We 

want this initiative to become self-sustaining in the long run, but to do that it’ll take quite a bit of 

skilled work to get to the stage where people can input their own information and data and allow 

for effective ‘crowd-sourcing’. We also want to develop a badging system for the benefits that 

different types of projects and activities produce for Lewes ……. more on this next update. 

Returning to the last bit of advice in our Welsh proverb above, we hope there’s wisdom in much of 

the above without claiming to be wise and just maybe a little more in relation to banking below ….  

 

L&OVe for Positive Money: If we are to help our environment to prosper and underpin the 

essentials of life, then there is a large evidence base that the current Finance and banking system 

needs to change. At present, the creation of money is in the hands of private banks and all money 

created is issued as debt. Now we all recognize that debt is a big problem, but perhaps we don’t 

see the way the current system of creating money IS FUNDAMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE for this  …… 

see http://www.positivemoney.org/ - scroll down to ‘Understanding Money in 4 minutes’ video.  

Positive money also demonstrate how this debt-based money creation system is a big problem for 

the health of our environment and therefore of great importance to those of us interested in 

L&OVe …… and actually everyone else on the planet as well! ….. so do spread the word – without, 

of course, claiming to be wise ……. 

 

Date of next L&OVe meeting: Thursday 28
th

 March at Lewes Arms (upstairs meeting room), 

7.30pm. 


